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within a white LGBT community,
and 96 percent felt that homopho-
bia or transphobia was a problem
within the straight Asian-American
community. 

In 2000, the Hotlanta River
Expo, a gay circuit party in Atlanta,
featured the theme “The Year of the
Dragon.” Despite well-publicized
protests, approximately 9,000 men
attended the event and its subpar-
ties, including a China Doll-themed
Miss Hotlanta contest, a Shogun-
themed Mr. Hotlanta contest and a
Fried Rice Party. What many Asian
Americans saw as blatantly offen-
sive stereotypes weren’t consid-
ered racist by the club’s white
organizers, illustrating the great
divide between Asian-American
and white LGBTs. 

Queer Asian Americans also
face homophobia within their com-
munities of origin. In April 2004,
more than 7,000 Asian-American
Christians gathered together in San
Francisco’s predominantly Chinese
Sunset District to protest same-sex
marriage. Many demonstrators wore
red T-shirts proclaiming “Marriage: 1
man + 1 woman” in English and
Chinese. Queer Asian-Americans
weren’t able to organize a counter-
demonstration until August, when
about a thousand religious leaders
and activists converged in the
Sunset District again, this time sup-
porting same-sex marriage.

Asha Leong, a senior outreach
associate at Lambda Legal
Defense and Education Fund’s
Atlanta office, notes, “For queer
APIs most of our political activity
seems to be around racism. … I
think that’s something that’s really
easy to mobilize people around, but
we’re constantly reactive, and it’s
harder … for us to set our own
proactive agenda. Because, to be
frank, our own proactive agenda is
not newsworthy. It’s providing serv-
ices for people who need it.” 

Those much-needed social serv-
ices include assistance with immi-
gration (69 percent of Asian
Americans are foreign-born) and lan-
guage  barriers (80 percent speak a
language other than English at
home). Providing those services

takes a toll on queer API groups that
are entirely volunteer-run and lack
steady funding.

A Fragmented
Community
The diversity within the Asian-
American community means that it’s
virtually impossible to make sure that
every ethnic and national identity is
represented in a pan-Asian group,
and South Asians and Pacific
Islanders often feel marginalized in a
mostly East Asian movement. As a
result, many who feel excluded splin-
ter off from coalition groups to begin
their own affinity group. The San
Francisco Bay area boasts separate
organizations for women over 35,
women under 25, Mandarin-
speaking lesbians and women from
Singapore and Malaysia, as well as
groups for Vietnamese, Japanese,
Filipino and South Asian LGBTs.
When there are so many different
organizations with their own activi-
ties, it becomes difficult to draw
busy women to more events. 

“You only have so much time
and energy,” longtime activist
Wong acknowledges. “So can
you also be part of a larger pan-
Asian group?”

For Hyde Revilla — a Filipina
who lives in San Francisco with her
wife, Dawn (who is white) — being
part of a queer Asian-American
group was never a priority. 

“I’m not a joiner,” Revilla insists.
“I just have a hard time being part
of organizations. I find my fellow-
ship elsewhere.” 

Revilla, 35, immigrated to the
United States from the Philippines
as a toddler and grew up in a large
Filipino family in Southern
California. Although her father
organized the local Filipino Days
festival for a few years in the
1980s, her mother “wanted to
completely be enmeshed in
American society.” 

“My parents spoke to me in
English, even though they spoke
Tagalog,” she recalls. “I really feel
like speaking the language is a very
key component to my relationship
with … being Filipino, and since I
don’t [speak Tagalog], I really feel8

2
 p

er
ce

nt
 o

f 
qu

ee
r 

A
si

an
 A

m
er

ic
an

s 
fe

el
 t

ha
t 

th
ey

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

ra
ci

sm
 w

ith
in

 t
he

 w
hi

te
 L

G
B

T 
co

m
m

un
ity

.
(S

ou
rc

e:
 A

si
an

 P
ac

ifi
c 

A
m

er
ic

an
 L

es
bi

an
, G

ay
, B

is
ex

ua
l a

nd
 T

ra
ns

ge
nd

er
 P

eo
pl

e:
 A

 C
om

m
un

ity
 P

or
tra

it,
 A

 R
ep

or
t F

ro
m

 N
ew

 Y
or

k’
s 

Q
ue

er
 A

si
an

 P
ac

ifi
c 

Le
ga

cy
 C

on
fe

re
nc

e,
 2

00
4)

vol_16_2_p52-55_issue_fnl.qxd  1/9/06  11:20 AM  Page 53




	52.pdf
	53.pdf

